MEDIA RELEASE:
FROM: KIDS* N’ DAD SHARED SUPPORT

SUBJECT: Government Gets Tough with Deadbeat Parents Whom Owe Child
Support

Kids‘n' Dad Shared Suppat recognizes that the problem of deadbea parents has
serious financial consequences for Ontario families. As such it places a burden onall
taxpayers when famili es require more financial suppat for the basic necessties. The
annourcement giving Family Resporsibility Office (FRO) the power to past pictures on
the web has awanted deal or alive gppeaancetoit, but it isnat anew idea and hes
garnered mixed oucomesin ather jurisdictions.

In this debate ebou appropriate pendlties, it neals to be recognized that the
Government already employs more severe sanctions on deli nquent payers, ie. lossof
license, jailing for upto 180 dys. It shoud also be understoodthat most reseach reveds
that when mothers are the payers they are more likely to bein arreas than fathers. The
financial impad is of course more with dads because of their shea number and higher
wages.

In this effort, Kids ‘n” Dad Shared Suppat feasthat the red solution for chil dren;
namely the invalvement of mom and dad in their children’sdaily lives, is being lost and
not even considered as a solutionto child powerty.

Kids‘n' Dad Shared Suppat works with many single dads who are non-custodial
parents (30% parenting time) and it reveds that many are eaning $20,000to $22,000 pr
yea ($10-$11 per hou) and have dild suppat obligations of $360 @r month. They
recave no child benefits because they are the not the primary care parent. Their redity is
that they want to provide a'home’ for their childreni.e. food, kedrooms, reaedion, etc.
They livein powerty!

The stereotype of the milli onaire dad negleding his children israrely the cae; onthe
groundseparated dads are strugging and their struggles areignored and even
unrecognized.

Giving FRO the dout to take these adionsis somewhat frightening. This past yea the
Ontario Ombudsman wrote adamaging report ontheir operation cetaili ng faili ngs and
abuse of power. The mommon complaint isthat clients rarely are &leto know or speek to
their caseworker. The processto fix or make dhanges (e.g. child going from one parent to
the other) is next to imposgble and even our MPPs face a onvduted process When we



consider the ongoing layoffsin the industrial base of our community, the workings of
FRO become asignificant concern.

The search for answers continues and thisis a baby step effort. All parents shoud med
their obligations! But to be satisfied with an easy answer will never move us along the
path that ensures all our children will have the financial and emotional suppat that comes
from the involvement of both sides of their family.
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